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RESOLUTION NO. 1487 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ORDERING A SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
FOR THE ELECTION OF TWO COUNCILMEN, AND DETER
MINING VOTING PRECINCTS AND APPOINTING ELECTION 
OFFICERS FOR SAME. 

Counoilman Hitohoook moved that Resolution No. 1487 be 
adopted. Counoilman Babcook s,eoonded the motion, whioh was 
oarried by the f'ollowing roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitohcock, and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:30 P.M., upon motion of' Counoilman Baboook, seoonded 
by Mayor MoGuire, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

To,rranoe 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

city Clerk of' the City of Torranoe 

Torranoe, California 
August 12, 1941 

The City Counoil of the City of Torrance convened in a Regu
lar Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, California, 
on Tuesday, August 12, 1941 at 7:45 P.M. 

Ma:;wor MoGuire oalled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, tho-se answering present be
ing Counoilmen: 'Baboook, Hitohoook and-McGuire. Absent: Counoil
men: Nona. 

Counoilman Hitohoock moved that the minutes of' a Regular Meet
ing held July 22, 1941, an Adjourned Regular Meeting held July 24, 
1941, a Speoial Meeting held July 31, 1941 and a Mandatory Meeting 
held A.ugust 4, 1941 be approved as written. Counoilman Baboook seoond
ed the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMO'NICATIONS 

A communioation wa.s read from Milky Williams Lodge, Looal No. 
1414, oommending the Counoil for aotion taken at a Regular Meeting 
held July 22, 1941 in withdrawing all funds from the Chamber of' Com
meroe and urging that the Counoil maintain this policy in the f'uture. 
Counoilman Baboook moved that the oommunication be-filed for f'uture 
referenoe.. Oouncilman Hitohoook seoonded the motion, whioh was car
ried unanimously. 

epose



A communioatien was read .frem Denald Findley, Counseler-At
Law, assuring the City ef Terrance that the citizens ef North 
Torrance are sincere in their intentiente enter into. a centract 
wi th the City o·f Torrance to. purchase the present Nerth Terrance 
water system frem the City as seen as the new well and tank: have 
been installed. It was advised that a mutual water oempany has 
been erganized by the residents ef the -district and that efficers 
ef the cempany have been authorized to. enter into. centract with 
the City ef Terrance fer the purchase ef water system frem the 
City at a cest ef net to. exceed $2,000.00, with menthly payments 
ef $20.00 eaoh. 

A oommunicatien was read frem the drivers ef the Municipal 
Bus Lines ef the City ef Torrance, requesting that the fellowing 
adjustments be made: 

(1) That the bus drivers be pla.ced en a salary basis et 
$170.00 per menth with two weeks vaoatien with pay. 

(2) That a maximum ferty (40.) heur working week be maintained, 
over-time to. be paid as such. 

(3) That senierity rights be recegnized and adhered to.. 
Ceuncilman Baboook moved that the matter be referred to. the 

City Counoil as a whole :fer oensideration, a meeting to. be held 
with the bus drivers in attendanoe; the bus drivers to. be neti:f'1ed 
of the time of the meeting. Ceuncilman Hitohoeck secended the 
motien, which was carried unanimeusly. 

A cemmunicatien was read frem Jehn H. Stroh, Chief ef Pe11Qs. 
recemmending plaoing ef beulevard step signs en Torrance Beulevard 
and Hawthorne Avenue. Chief Streh men tiened that he had submi tted 
this request in January, and that the Southern california Auto-

.mobile Club and the State Highway Commissien are also. ef the epin
ien that the step signs are necessary. 

C'oUncilman B1tohcock meved that the request ef' Chief ef Po-lice 
Stroh tell' placing Q:f boulevard step signs en Torrance Beulevard 
and Hawtherne Avenue be granted. Ceuncilman Babceck secended the 
metien, which was carried by the fellewing rell call 'Vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchcO-ok and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
Nene. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communicatien was read frem Joseph P. Landerville, 9-30-B 
Al!'lington Avenue, requestingremeval of a tree on property located 
en Lot 7, Block 40, To~ranoe Tract. 

Councilman Hitohceck moved that the request be referred to. the 
Street Department fer action. Ceuncilman Babceck secended the metion, 
which was carried una~imeusly. 

A communicatien was read from the County ef Los Angeles, De
partment of' Health~ adVising that Dr. Wilton L. Halverson has been 
appOinted by the Los Angelas Ceunty Beard of SUpervisors as Les 
Angeles Ceunty Health Officer, effeotive as ef July 22, 1941. 
Ma.tter ef recerd. 

A cemmunicatien was ' read frem t .he Federal Works Agency, Public 
Works Administrat1en, Washingten, D. C •• acknowledging receipt of 
a oepy ef a reselutien adepted by the City Ceuncil of the City ef 
Torrance urging faverable actien in the interest ef natienal defense 
ef taguna Dominguez Fleod Contrelproblem and adVising that if and 
when appl1catien is su.bmitted fer the project, it Will receive 
every consideratien that circumstances permit. The cemmunicatien 
was signed by M. E. Gilmore, Commissiener ef Public Werks. 

A oemmunicatien was read from the War Department, Offioe ef the 
Chief ef Engineers, Washingten, D. C., signed by Miles Reber, Majer, 
Corps ef Engineers, acknowledging reoeipt ef' a cepy ef Reselutien No,. 



1482 adopted by the City Council July 15, 1941 urging that the engin
eers of the War, Department be authorized to make further study of the 
Laguna Dominguez area from the standpoint of its importance in the 
interest of national defense. It was advised that the Flood Control 
Committee of the House of Representatives adopted a resolution July 
23, 1941 requesting the War Department to review its report o·f the 
Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers and their tributaries and Ballona 
Creek, California, with a view to determining whether tlood control 
work on Laguna Dominguez is advisable in the interest of national 
defense. It was advised further that. the War Department will under
take the investigation promptly and will complete the report thereon 
at the earliest practicable date. 

A. communication was read trom the County of Los Angeles, office 
of H. L. -Byram, Tax Collector, demanding that funds be provided for 
payment of all delinquent assessments for all projects in the City of 
Torrance 'under Improvement Bond Act of 1915, for which current assess
ments have terminated but which have delinquent assessments for prior 
years still ' outstanding. Matter of record. 

A communication was read from 01arence A. Pinkham, 1007 Portola 
Avenue, requesting license to operate a pool hall at 1650 Cabri110 
Avenue. 

Oouncilman Hitchcock moved that the request be referred to the 
Poliee Department for recommendation. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which -was carried unanimously. 

At 8:00 P.M., Mayor McGuire announced that the time had arrived 
to receive bids for (ll Drilling and developing one pla.1n water well 
and (2) Construction and erection of one elevated water tank on 01ty 
property deeded by the Crown water COmpany. 

Clerk Bartlett opened and read bids as follows: 

B1dder 

Nelson Brothers 
328 East Firestone Boulevard 
Downey, California 

Description ' 

230' piain lon water well drilled, 
cased, perforated, sandpumped, 
developed and tested, complete 
-ready for permanent pump, as 
per specifioations. $3.37 per 
lineal toot. $775.10 

Price added or deducted per 
lineal foot for greater or 
less depth than 230 ft. $3.17 
per lineal foot. 

~ check in the amount of $100.00 accompanied the bid. 

San ta Fe Tank Be Tower Corp. 
4820 San ta Fe ,Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 

Alternate 

COnstruct and erect 1 - lQ,OOO 
gallon 21t Redwood water Tank with 
cone cover complete with ladders, 
foundations, water level gauge, etc. 
as :per typioa1 plan and speoifications 

(I} 20 ft. tower $1281.00 
(2) W1th 25 ft. tower 1325.00 

construct and erect 1 - 12,000 
gallon Redwood Water Tank with cone 
cover complete with ladders, 
1"oundations, water level gauge, etc., 
as per typioal plan and speCifications 

(1) With 20ft. tower $lli60.00 
(2) With 25 ft. tower 1412.00 



Sales Tax to be added to the above quotations. 
A check in the amount of $142.QO accompanied the bid. 

M. R. Peck 
1&800 South Main Street 
P.O. Box 123 
Gardena, California 

250 ft. Plain lOft water well drilled, 
cased, perforated, sandpumped, developed 
and tested, complete ready for permanent 
pump, as per specifications $3.37 per 
lineal foot. $"1'15.75 

Price added or deducted per lineal 
toot for greater or less depth than 
230 ft. $3.18 per lineal foot._ 

Price per hour for operation of develop
ment and test pump for longer period 
than 48 hours $2.50 per hr. 

Price per hour for operation of equipment 
for purposes not contemplated in specifi
cations $5.00 per hours. 

F~r testing and developing with pump as 
:per specifications, $248.00. 

A certified check in the amount of $105.00 accompanied the bid. 

Councilman Hitchcock -moved that the bids be referred to the City 
Engineer, City Attorney, Water Company Manager and City Council as a 
whole for further stUdy and report at a meeting to be held August 13, 
1941 at 4:45 P.M. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was 
oarried unanimously. 

A cOIlllllUD.1oation was read from Lodge No. 236 of the Spanish- Ameri
cab ll11ance, requesting use of the Civic Auditorium for the purpose 
of holding ·benefit dances and bazaars. 

Represen~atives of the Lodge who were present in the assemblage 
w~re advised that the matter Will be discussed with them after the 
meeting August 13, 1941 at 4:45 P.M. 

A communioation signed by samuel J. Katz and J. H. Pine was read, 
requesting ~he ~ity of Torrance to oomplete the improvements on Border 
Avenue, Cabrillo Avenu.e and Andrea Avenue from Plaza Del Amo to Lincoln 
Avenue by servioing with a two inoh rock and oil pavement on said 
streets and to i~clude Lincoln Avenue from Border Avenue to the rail~ 
road tracks, Plaza Del Amo from Arlington to Border Avenue and that 
portion of Grameroy Avenue within Traot No. 12881. 

Engineer Jain advised that the area mentioned is in and/or near 
the new subdivision; that the owners have: completed their share of 
the improvements in the amount of approximately $9;000.00, and must 
have some assurance that the City will complete its portion of the 
improvements before F.H.A. loans can be obtained. It was deoided to 
discuss this matter further at the next meeting. 

Mayor McGuire announced at 8:10 P.M. that bidding would begin on 
sale of tax deeded land as set forth in the Notice of Intention to 
Sell published in the Torrance Herald July 3, 10 and 17, 1941. 

Clerk Bartlett reported he had received no sealed bids. 



Mr. Basil R. Greig of the Associated Assessment Engineers gave 
a brief outline of the proce.dure to be f'ollowed, advising that the 
City of' Torrance agrees to pay all escrow charges and title costs; 
that the successful bidder must pay a l~ deposit of his total bid, 
balance to be paid within seven (7) days; that the City of Torrance 
will deliver merchantable title to said property and if ror any 
reason what~oever the City of Torrance shall be unable to deliver 
merchantable title to said property within thirty days af'ter accept
ance of said bid, any moneys. deposited or paid on said property 
shall be returned to the successful bidder by the City; if the suc
cessful bidder does not complete the transaction after making the 
10% deposit, the deposit is declared forfeited. 

Mr. Greig then proceeded to post the minimum sale price of each 
lot offered for sale on the blackboard, the lots having been listed 
on the board prior to the meeting by Lot, Block and Tract. 

Minimum 
121 Block Tract Sale Price 

15 
16 

88 
88 

Torrance 
Torrance 

$385.00 
385.00 

No bids were received on the abovementioned lots at this time. 

Lot 

16 
1"1 

Block 

89 
89 

Tract 

Torrance 
Torrance 

Minimum 
Sale Price 

$360.00 
350.00 

No bids were received on the abovementioned lots at this time. 

Mr. Klusman made inquiry regarding the kind of deed offered 
with the property, Mr. Greig adviSing that a title policy, not a 
tax deed, 1s off'ered, the same kind of deed, he said, as obtained 
when purchases are made from individuals. 

Mr. Greig continued listing minimum sale prices as follo .. s: 

Minimum 
b.2l Block Tract Sale Price 

18 89 Torrance $360.00 
19 89 Torrance 350.00 

6 90 Torrance 560.00 
5 90 Torrance 410.00 
"1 35 Torrance 335.00 

10 57 Torrance 385.00 
1 88 Torrance 450.00 

No bids were received on the abovementioned lots at this time. 

Mr. Krekow asked whether or not sealed bids could be submitted 
between auctions, being advised that this could be done and that the 
bid would be opened at the next meeting and read, anyone else ' desir
ing to bid on the same lot being required to raise the bid by five 
~er oent (~). . . 

Mr. C. P. Alverson, 1675 Gramercy Avenue, Torrance, Ca11fornia, 
bid as :follows: 



.l~O 

Minimum AmOUIlt 
!::91 Block Tract Sale Priae. Bid 

5 90 Torrance $560.00 ) $9'15.00 
6 90 Torrance 410.00 ) 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the sale of Lots 5 and 6, Blook 
90, Torrance Tract, be authoriz.ed and that the bid of Mr. C. P. 
Alverson, 1675 Gramercy Avenue, Torrance, California, in the amount 
of $975.00 for the two lots be accepted. Councilman Babcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Frank H. Egerer, 807 Beech Avenue, Torrance, California, 
bid as follows: 

Minimum Amount. 
~ Block Tract sale ·Priee Bid 

1. 88 Torrance $460.00 $460.00 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the sale of Lot 1, Block 88, 
Torrance Tract, be authorized and that the bid of Mr. Frank H. Egerer, 
807 Beech Avenue, Torrance, California, in the amount of $460.00 be 
accepted. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mrs. Matilda Winters, Erwin Hotel, Torrance, California, bid as 
follows: 

~ 

10 

Block 

6'1 

Tract 

Torrance 

Minimum. 
sale Price 

$385.00 

Amount 
Bid 

$Z85.00 

Councilman Babcock moved that the sale of Lot 10, Block 67, 
Torrance Tract be authorized and that the bid of Mrs. Matilda 
.inters, Erwin Hotel, Torra:Q.ce, California, in the amount at $585.00 

.be accepted. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: . 
Babcock, Hitchcock, MaGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mr. Greig listed minimum sale prices on the following lots: 

Lot B100k 

2 71 
3 71 
4 71 
5 71 

Tract 

Torrance 
Torrance 
Torrance 
Torrance 

Minimum 
Sale Prioe 

$175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 

It appearing that no one else desired to bid on the remaining 
lots, bidding closed at 8::38 P.l!4 .. 

A communication was read from Logan R. cotton, City Auditor, in 
answer to statements made by Mr. C. J. Rambo at the Regul.ar Meet1ng 
of the Oi ty Council. held July 22, 1941.. Regarding Mr. <Rambo t s state
ments that certain records of the City Court had been altered, Mr. 
Cotton denied that alterations had been made in the spacit.ic .cases 
mentioned by Mr. Rambo, maintaining that · the changed entries re
present correations and not alterations. He claimed absolute aorreat
ness for his aud1t report as rendered and read at the Council Meeting 
held May 13, 1941. Mr. Cotton stated that it has always been his 
poliay not to participate in political oontrover'sies in the various 
cities he conducts audits for, and ma1ntained that Mr. Rambo had been 
unfair in appearing before the C1ty Council and delivering a politi
aal speech during the time of a po11tical aampaign and at a time wnen 
he {Mr . Cotton' had no opportunity to reply. 



Oouncilman Babcock moved that th'e communication be filed. 
Oouncilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was carried unani
mously. 

Olerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1488 

,A RESOLUTION OF THE OITY OOUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING FINAL MAP OF TRACT NO. 
12881 AND ACOEPTING ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ALL THE AVENUES, ALLEYS, WALKS AND 
EASEMENTS SHOWN ON SAID FINAL MAP AND OFFER
ED FOR DEDICATION. 

Oouncilman Babcook ~o~ed that Resolution No. 1488 be adopted. 
Councilman Hitchcook seoonded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following .roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMAN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1489 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING MEMORANDUM OF AGREE
MENT FOR ACCUMULATION OF i CENT GAS TAX 
ALLOCATED FOR STREETS OF MA.TOR IMPORTANCE. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that Resolution No. 1489 be' adopted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded' the motion, which was oarried by the fol
lowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCI:p4EN: Babcock, Hitchcock and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNC,ILMENt None. 

J.~' 

Mr. Jain reported that he had received an answer from R. D. Perry, 
Proje.ct Manager, United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conser
vation Service, to his oommunication requesting assistance in erosion 
control in the Walter1a district. He said the Area Conservationist 
is interested in the problem and looked I\)ver the area saturday, July 
19, 1941. Mr. Perry advised Mr. Jain tha t he hopes 'to go into the 
matter thoroughly in the near future, assuring Mr. Jain that the De
partment is vitally interested in the problem and will do everything 
possible to help d&velop suitable controls. 

Mr • .Jain advised that the City of Torrance has been requested to 
submit maps show1ng precisely what the difficulty is. 

Engineer Jain read a communication from the' Planning COmmiSSion, 
advising that at the Planning Commission meeting held.ruly 7, 1941, 
the request of L. J. G1lmeister, Manager of the City Bus Lines, to 
establish a shelter and bench in the small park opposite the Torrance 
Theatre, had been denied on the grounds that the park was dedicated 
to the American Legion and that the proposed structures would be un
sight;ly an9- would attract loafers. 

Engineer Jain read a communication from the Board of Education. 
adVising that no 1'unds will be available in the 1941-42 Board 01' 
Eduoation budget for construction of sidewalks on the westerly side 
of Elm Avenue and the southerly side of Torrance Boulevard adjaoent 
to the Fern Avenue School site, and suggesting that the matter be 
again called to the attention of the Board of Education in Fepruary 
or March of 1942. 



Oouncilman Babcock moved that an appropriation of not to ex
ceed $125.00 be made for installation of a new cylinder block 
assembly in Bus No. 102. Oouncilman Hitchcock seoonded the mGtion, 
which was carried by the following ·roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, Hitchoock and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIIl~: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock moved that an appropriation of not to ex
ceed! $140.40 be made (Plus tax} for retread of bus tires. Council
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. .ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitohcock mov-ed that an appropriation of not to 
exoeed $495.00 be made for purchase of rook and oil for Andreo 
Avenue from Plaza Del .Amo to Linooln Street. Oounoilman Baboock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to ex
ceed $200.00 be made for purchase of road oil for use on Torrance 
Boulevard. Councilman Baboock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the t"ollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitcheock and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. . 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that an appropriation of not to ex
oeed $100.00 be made for rental of clamshell for loading sump 
material in the Vi·sta Highland Park Tract. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hi tchco ck asked Engineer Jain if report had b'een 
received on the letter sent to the Highway Departmen.t regfirding 
an automatic traffic signal system at Highway 101 and Hawthorne 
Boulevard, Mr. Jain replying that no- answer had been reoeived as 
yet to his communication of approximately three weeks ago~ Mr. 
Jain was instruoted to follow his communication wi th another similar 
one in an efrort to get action. 

Councilman Hitchcock asked about the brick yard in North 
Torrance, advising that complaints had been received to the &.tfect 
that the owner or the brick yard has purchased property since the 
zoning ordinance went into effect and is extending his excavation 
pits. Mr. Jain advised that he had contacted the owner regarding 
this matter, and that the owner had challenged the City to prove 
this point as to the purchase. He said he had not had an opportun
ity as yet to check wi th the County Recorder's orfice to .ascertain 
exactly when the purchase was mad.e. He said the owner . had told 
him (Mr. Jain) that he had enough property to continue his brick 
yard bUIJ1neSB in operation tor twenty-t'1ve or thirty years. Mr. 
Jain pointed out that the brick yard owner owns property adjacent 
to Prairie Avenue and has been excavating on the property away 
t'rom the highway, but that, if the City objects, he. oan possibly 
start excavating near the highway • . He said the only recourse is 
to compromise with him and keep him excavating in one direction 
-- away from the highway. 

Mr. Gonner objected strenuously to the briok yard business in 
North Torrance, adVising that he had been a resident- of the district 
ror many years. He said someone had given the owner of the brick 
yard building permits to enlarge his buildings. Mr. Jain advised 
that a permit had been granted him to build shelters over his 
equipment. 



Mr. Jain was instructed to ascertain which property belongs to 
the brick yard owner and where he 1s digging at the present time. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$55~OO be made for 2i turn valves with 2i'* Fire Department National 
standard thread ror the Fire De.partment. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, and McGuire •. NOES~ 
COUNCII1JlEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

. Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$208.26. be made for 4_61t bell x 10'" spigot long sweep ells, 3-8 tt 

bell x lOtt spigot long sweep ells, and 2-101t bell 10" spigot long 
sweep ells for the water Department. Councilman Babcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: . COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett announced he had received a reque.st rrom· the 
Torrance Municipal Band that some-action be taken regarding appear
ance of the Band during the Los Angeles County Fair at Pomona during 
the early part of September, 1941. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the Torrance Municipal Band be 
authorized to partiCipate in the Los Angeles County Fair at Pomona, 
expenses paid. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was 
carried by the following roll call vote:· AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock and McGuire. NOES~ COUNCILMEN: None. 

Engi~eer Jain brought up the matter of a two-way radiofbr the 
Police Department and asked whether or not he and Chief Stroh should 
proceed with preparation of specifications calling for bids. 
Attorney McCall advised that it is not necessary to call for bids 
for a two-way radio for the Police Department •. 

Engineer Jain was instructed to assemble all the data he has 
gathered regarding the matter and present same at the next Regular 
Meeting. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Tom Babbitt addressed the City Council and the assemblage at 
this time, after stating that he was directing his remarks at Clerk 
Bartlett. He said he was not speaking on behalf of the Los Angele.s 
Board of Education, although he is a teacher, he said, now teaching 
in Dominguez. He spoke in defense of John V. Murray and George V. 
Powell, Recalled Councilmen, stating that Clerk Bartlett had denied 
them their American rights when he refused to file their nomination 
papers to place them on the ballot for the September 10, 1941 Elec
tion, said election being held for the purpose of filling the va
cancies created by the.recall of Mr. Murray and Mr. Powell. 

Mr. King, 19tH Pl.aza del Amo, stated that the Council Chamber 
was not established for electioneers to air their political views. 

Mayor McGuire agreed that the Council Chamber is not open for 
political discussions. 

Mr. Klusman remarked that it is within the jurisdiction of' the 
Mayor to curb political discussions. 

Mr. Klusman voiced his objection to what he termed discrimin
ation in enforcing the zoning ordinance, mentioning particularly 
the frame building used by the Van De Kamp Bakeries, which building 
was moved onto a lot across the street from the City Hall and ad
jacent to the water Department building, after adoption of the 
zoning ordinance, this building, he said, not complying with the 
restrictions.as set out in the zoning ordinance with regard to the 
f1re zones. 



Mr. Klusman asked why the reporter of the Torrance Herald is 
allpwed into the inner of:t"ices and given information for publication 
other than information revealed during open meetings. 

Mayor McGuire informed that such is not the case, and that the 
City Hall is open at all times for anyone who desires infomation 
regarding the functions of the City of Torrance. 

Mr. ~usman stated that, according to the Civil Service Ordi
nance (No. 326}, professional employees should have certain quali
fications, with particular emphasis on education and experience, 
which he referred to as -background". He asserted that Mr. W. H. 
Stanger, Manager of the Torrance Municipal Water District No. l~ 
is not qualified to act in eaid capacity. He criticized the water 
severely. 

Mrs. Matilda Winters disagreed with him in his criticism of 
the water, adVising that guests at her hotel, the Erwin Hotel, had 
commented repeatedly on the fine drinking water, 

Mr. King expressed appreciation for the removal of the eucalyptus 
trees from Plaza del Amo, directing his statements to Councilman 
Hitchcock and Street Superintendent Gascoigne. 

Mr. Joseph Madore joined with Mr. Klusman in criticizing the 
water in the Oity of Torrance. 

Mr. Krekow, 2203 Carson Street, made a plea for unity and 
harmony in working out the problems of the City of Torrance, in
stead of the constant bickering and prejudices which have been 
predOminant in the Council Meetings in the past :t"ew months. 

At this time, Mr. Tom. Babbitt made a public apology to Mr. 
Bartlett for the speech made by him early in the Oral Communica
tions, advising that he had not de·sired to make a political speech, 
and advising that he wished Mayor MoGuire had stopped him. 

Mayor McGuire assured Mr. Babbitt that his counsel aga.1lJ,st 
political speeches in the Council Chamber had been directed at no 
one in particular. 

Mr. Gonnor of North Torrance declared opposition to restrict
ing political speakers from expressing views in the Counci:~. Chamber, 
contending ths.t freedom of speech had prevailed before the Becall 
Election. 

Mr. Joseph M. Wright, 1024 Arlington Avenue, defended Clerk 
Bartlett, declaring the attack on Clerk Bartlett by Mr. Babbitt to 
be highly unjust. He advised that it was his understanding that 
Clerk Bartlett aoted on the advise of the City Attorney in his re
fusal to place the names of Mr. Murray and Mr. Powell on the ballot 
for the September 10, 1941 election. He pointed out that Clerk 
Bartlett could not of his own accord place the names on the ballot 
after the Attorney had ruled to the contrary. 

Olerk Bartlett acknowledged Mr. Babbitt's apology, advising 
that he had no personal feeling whatsoever in the Recall Election 
and that the entire proceedings had been regarded by him as a griev
ous occurrence. He advised that he had not personally tried to 
keep the names off the ballot, but had been guided by the best legal 
advice in the State of California. 

Mr. Powell criticized Mayor McGuire for allowing, he said, 
outsiders to "harangue" in the Council Ohamber. 

Mayor McGuire pointed out that it is the practice to allow 
anyone to speak, as long as the speech is regarding , the business 
of the City, or oonsists of suggestions for civic betterment. 



Gouncilman Babcock moved 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded 
the following roll call vote: 

all bills properly audited b~ paid. 
the motion, which was carried by 

Hitchcock and McGuire. NOES: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL-

MEN: None. 

At 9:44 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Babcock, seco.nded by 
Councilman Hitchcock, the meeting adjourned to August 13, 1941 at 
4:45 P.M. 

APPROVED: 

Ma~]::Jlh~ 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
August 13, 1941 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an Ad
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Wednesday, August 13, 1941 at 4:50 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, Hitchcock and McGuire. Absent: ' Councilmen: 
None. 

Councilman Babcock moved that a recess be declared for dis
cussion of bids reoeivedfor (l) Dril11ng and developing one plain 
water well and (2) Construction and erection of one elevated water 
tank on City property deeded by the Crown WaLer Company. Councilman 
Hi tchcock se'conded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

At 5:00 P.M., the meeting reconvened. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the bid of M. R. Peck, 15800 
South Main street, Gardena, California, for drilling and developing 
one plain water well on property deeded to the City ot: Torrance by 
the Crown water Company be aocepted and that all other ,bids be re
jeoted and deposits returned. Counoilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMKN: Baboock, Hitchoock and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that all bids received for the 'con
struction and ereotion of one elevated water tank on property deed
ed to the C1 ty of Torranee by the Crown water Company be rejected 
and deposits returned. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, Hitchcock and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 

epose


